
Genesis 18
Knowing Our Call and Persevering In It



Recap

Genesis 12: Abram & Sarai (& Lot) -> Canaan -> Egypt

Genesis 13: Abram & Lot Split

Genesis 14: Abram Rescues Lot

Genesis 15: Covenant Made and Promises Given

Genesis 16: Abram + Hagar -> Ishmael

Genesis 17: Circumcision & Renaming



Genesis 18:1-8
The Lord appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he 
was sitting at the entrance to his tent in the heat of the day. Abraham 
looked up and saw three men standing nearby. When he saw them, he 
hurried from the entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed low to 
the ground. He said, “If I have found favor in your eyes, my lord, do not 
pass your servant by. Let a little water be brought, and then you may 
all wash your feet and rest under this tree. Let me get you something 
to eat, so you can be refreshed and then go on your way—now that you 
have come to your servant.” “Very well,” they answered, “do as you say.” 
So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah. “Quick,” he said, “get three 
seahs of fine flour and knead it and bake some bread.” Then he ran to 
the herd and selected a choice, tender calf and gave it to a servant, 
who hurried to prepare it. He then brought some curds and milk and the 
calf that had been prepared, and set these before them. While they 
ate, he stood near them under a tree.



Genesis 18:9-15
“Where is your wife Sarah?” they asked him. “There, in the tent,” he 
said. Then the Lord said, “I will surely return to you about this time 
next year, and Sarah your wife will have a son.” Now Sarah was 
listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind him. Abraham 
and Sarah were already old and well advanced in years, and Sarah was 
past the age of childbearing. So Sarah laughed to herself as she 
thought, “After I am worn out and my master is old, will I now have 
this pleasure?” Then the Lord said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh 
and say, ‘Will I really have a child, now that I am old?’ Is anything 
too hard for the Lord? I will return to you at the appointed time next 
year and Sarah will have a son.” Sarah was afraid, so she lied and said, 
“I did not laugh.” But he said, “Yes, you did laugh.”



Genesis 18:16-26
When the men got up to leave, they looked down toward Sodom, 
and Abraham walked along with them to see them on their way. 
Then the Lord said, “Shall I hide from Abraham what I am about to 
do? Abraham will surely become a great and powerful nation, and 
all nations on earth will be blessed through him. For I have chosen 
him, so that he will direct his children and his household after him 
to keep the way of the Lord by doing what is right and just, so 
that the Lord will bring about for Abraham what he has promised 
him.” 



Genesis 18:20-26

Then the Lord said, “The outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is so 
great and their sin so grievous that I will go down and see if what 
they have done is as bad as the outcry that has reached me. If not, 
I will know.” The men turned away and went toward Sodom, but 
Abraham remained standing before the Lord. Then Abraham 
approached him and said: “Will you sweep away the righteous with 
the wicked? What if there are fifty righteous people in the city? 
Will you really sweep it away and not spare the place for the sake 
of the fifty righteous people in it? Far be it from you to do such a 
thing—to kill the righteous with the wicked, treating the righteous 
and the wicked alike. Far be it from you! Will not the Judge of all 
the earth do right?” The Lord said, “If I find fifty righteous people 
in the city of Sodom, I will spare the whole place for their sake.” 



Genesis 18:27-33
Then Abraham spoke up again: “Now that I have been so bold as to 
speak to the Lord, though I am nothing but dust and ashes, what if 
the number of the righteous is five less than fifty? Will you destroy 
the whole city because of five people?” “If I find forty-five there,” he 
said, “I will not destroy it.” Once again he spoke to him, “What if only 
forty are found there?” He said, “For the sake of forty, I will not do 
it.” Then he said, “May the Lord not be angry, but let me speak. What if 
only thirty can be found there?” He answered, “I will not do it if I find 
thirty there.” Abraham said, “Now that I have been so bold as to speak 
to the Lord, what if only twenty can be found there?” He said, “For the 
sake of twenty, I will not destroy it.” Then he said, “May the Lord not 
be angry, but let me speak just once more. What if only ten can be 
found there?” He answered, “For the sake of ten, I will not destroy it.” 
When the Lord had finished speaking with Abraham, he left, and 
Abraham returned home. 



“Called” By God? 

Definition: to receive specific instructions 
from God

Abraham’s Example:

Unique Aspects

Common Root



Abraham’s Focus
8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, 
obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 9 By faith he made his 
home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac 
and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to 
the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 
!
11 By faith Abraham, even though he was past age—and Sarah herself was barren—was 
enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the promise. 
12 And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came descendants as numerous as the 
stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore. 
!
13 All these people were still living by faith when they died. They did not receive the things 
promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance. And they admitted that 
they were aliens and strangers on earth. 14 People who say such things show that they are 
looking for a country of their own. 15 If they had been thinking of the country they had 
left, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 Instead, they were longing for a better 
country—a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has 
prepared a city for them. Hebrews 11:8-16



God’s People Put Him First

You shall have no other gods before me. 
Exodus 20:3 

Do not worship any other god, for the Lord, 
whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God. 
Exodus 34:14

Love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your 
strength. Deuteronomy 6:5



God’s People Put Him First

As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will 
follow you wherever you go.” Jesus replied, “Foxes have holes and 
birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay 
his head.” 

He said to another man, “Follow me. But the man replied, “Lord, first 
let me go and bury my father.” Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury 
their own dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” 

Still another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go back 
and say good-by to my family.”  Jesus replied, “No one who puts his 
hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of 
God.” Luke 9:57-62



No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love 
the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve both God and Money. Matthew 6:24

So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we 
drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these 
things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. But 
seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things 
will be given to you as well. Matthew 6:32-33

The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a 
man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all 
he had and bought that field. Matthew 13:44

God’s People Put Him First



The Call of God’s People

God is Creator and King -> PREEMINENT

Extending His Rule is Our TOP Priority

God’s rule is complete and balanced

NO AREA OFF-LIMITS TO HOLY SPIRIT’S LEADING

NO PICKING AND CHOOSING WHICH FRUIT WE BEAR

Success = Faithfulness



Getting God’s Call Wrong
Focus on Details of Life Rather than God

Base Decisions on Feelings and Circumstances 
and NOT the Benefit/Harm to God’s Kingdom

Remove Ourselves From Accountability

Allow Anxiety and Fear to Paralyze Us



Getting God’s Call Right

Allows Christians from any culture or 
circumstance to spur one another on with 
both encouragement and rebuke

Allows identification and removal of 
distractions as well as concrete sin.

Allows perseverance regardless of feelings, 
circumstances, and results



DO YOU MAKE DECISIONS BASED ON HOW THEY 
AFFECT YOU AND YOUR FAMILY OR BY HOW 
THEY AFFECT GOD’S KINGDOM?


