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Church	
  Membership	
  
A  Working  Definition  
	
  
Covenant	
  Community	
  	
  
Assemblies	
  that	
  covenant	
  to	
  be	
  the	
  church	
  for	
  each	
  other.	
  	
  
	
  
Church	
  Member	
  	
  
Is	
  someone	
  who	
  promises	
  to	
  be	
  a	
  local	
  expression	
  of	
  people:	
  



Church	
  Membership	
  
A  Working  Definition  
	
  
•  Committed	
  to	
  TRUST	
  Christ	
  
	
  

•  Committed	
  to	
  WORSHIP	
  God	
  	
  
	
  

•  Committed	
  to	
  LOVE	
  –	
  exhort,	
  admonish,	
  hold	
  
accountable	
  –	
  in	
  ways	
  commanded	
  in	
  the	
  NT	
  
	
  	
  	
  

•  Committed	
  to	
  HEAR	
  the	
  word	
  of	
  God	
  preached	
  
	
  

•  Committed	
  to	
  PERFORM	
  Christ’s	
  ordinances	
  	
  	
  



Church	
  Membership	
  
Why  Covenant  Communities?    
	
  
They	
  RETELL	
  the	
  STORY	
  of	
  Christ	
  
	
  

Two	
  Kinds	
  of	
  Membership	
  
1.  Organizational	
  =	
  RECIPIENTS	
  and	
  CONSUMERS	
  
2.  Ecclesial	
  =	
  MINISTERS	
  and	
  SERVANTS	
  



Church	
  Membership	
  
Five  Clear  Implications  for  Church  Membership  
	
  
1.  The	
  assumption	
  of	
  Church	
  Discipline	
  	
  
•  MATTHEW	
  18:15-­‐17	
  

15	
  “If	
  your	
  brother	
  sins	
  against	
  you,	
  go	
  and	
  tell	
  him	
  
his	
  fault,	
  between	
  you	
  and	
  him	
  alone.	
  If	
  he	
  listens	
  
to	
  you,	
  you	
  have	
  gained	
  your	
  brother.	
  16	
  But	
  if	
  he	
  
does	
  not	
  listen,	
  take	
  one	
  or	
  two	
  others	
  along	
  with	
  
you,	
  that	
  every	
  charge	
  may	
  be	
  established	
  by	
  the	
  
evidence	
  of	
  two	
  or	
  three	
  witnesses.	
  17	
  If	
  he	
  refuses	
  
to	
  listen	
  to	
  them,	
  tell	
  it	
  to	
  the	
  church.	
  And	
  if	
  he	
  
refuses	
  to	
  listen	
  even	
  to	
  the	
  church,	
  let	
  him	
  be	
  to	
  
you	
  as	
  a	
  Gentile	
  and	
  a	
  tax	
  collector.	
  



Church	
  Membership	
  
Five  Clear  Implications  for  Church  Membership  
	
  
2.  The	
  assumption	
  of	
  Excommunication	
  	
  
•  1	
  CORINTHIANS	
  5:12-­‐13	
  	
  

12	
  For	
  what	
  have	
  I	
  to	
  do	
  with	
  judging	
  outsiders?	
  Is	
  
it	
  not	
  those	
  inside	
  the	
  church	
  whom	
  you	
  are	
  to	
  
judge?	
  13	
  God	
  judges	
  those	
  outside.	
  “Purge	
  the	
  evil	
  
person	
  from	
  among	
  you.”	
  



Church	
  Membership	
  
Five  Clear  Implications  for  Church  Membership  
	
  
3.  The	
  assumption	
  of	
  submission	
  by	
  Christians	
  to	
  

their	
  leaders,	
  elders,	
  or	
  pastors	
  	
  
•  HEBEWS	
  13:17	
  

17	
  Obey	
  your	
  leaders	
  and	
  submit	
  to	
  them,	
  for	
  they	
  
are	
  keeping	
  watch	
  over	
  your	
  souls,	
  as	
  those	
  who	
  
will	
  have	
  to	
  give	
  an	
  account.	
  Let	
  them	
  do	
  this	
  with	
  
joy	
  and	
  not	
  with	
  groaning,	
  for	
  that	
  would	
  be	
  of	
  no	
  
advantage	
  to	
  you.	
  



Church	
  Membership	
  
Five  Clear  Implications  for  Church  Membership  
	
  
4.  The	
  assumption	
  of	
  the	
  Elders’	
  care	
  for	
  the	
  Flock	
  	
  
•  ACTS	
  20:28	
  

	
  28	
  Pay	
  careful	
  attention	
  to	
  yourselves	
  and	
  to	
  all	
  the	
  
block,	
  in	
  which	
  the	
  Holy	
  Spirit	
  has	
  made	
  you	
  
overseers,	
  to	
  care	
  for	
  the	
  church	
  of	
  God,	
  which	
  
he	
  obtained	
  with	
  his	
  own	
  blood.	
  
	
  

5.  The	
  assumption	
  of	
  the	
  "Body"	
  	
  
•  1	
  CORINTHIANS	
  12	
  	
  



Church	
  Membership	
  
What  should  members  exBect  Com  one  another?  
	
  
1.  Love	
  
•  JOHN	
  17	
  
•  GALATIANS	
  5	
  

2.  Exhortation	
  and	
  Admonishment	
  
•  1	
  THESSALONIANS	
  5:14	
  

14	
  And	
  we	
  urge	
  you,	
  brothers,	
  admonish	
  the	
  
idle,	
  encourage	
  the	
  fainthearted,	
  help	
  the	
  weak,	
  be	
  
patient	
  with	
  them	
  all.	
  

•  COLOSSIANS	
  3:13,	
  ROMANS	
  5:14	
  



Church	
  Membership	
  
What  should  members  exBect  Com  one  another?  
	
  
3.  Accountability	
  	
  
•  EPHESIANS	
  4:25	
  

25	
  Therefore,	
  having	
  put	
  away	
  falsehood,	
  let	
  each	
  
one	
  of	
  you	
  speak	
  the	
  truth	
  with	
  his	
  neighbor,	
  
for	
  we	
  are	
  members	
  one	
  of	
  another.	
  

•  PROVERBS	
  27:17,	
  GALATIANS	
  6:12,	
  
EPHESIANS	
  4:1	
  



Church	
  Membership	
  

What  should  members  exBect  Com  their  leaders?  
	
  
1.  Teaching	
  
	
  
1	
  TIMOTHY	
  5:17	
  
17	
  Let	
  the	
  elders	
  who	
  rule	
  well	
  be	
  considered	
  worthy	
  of	
  
double	
  honor,	
  especially	
  those	
  who	
  labor	
  in	
  preaching	
  
and	
  teaching.	
  
	
  
  



Church	
  Membership	
  
What  should  members  exBect  Com  their  leaders?  

	
  
1.	
  Teaching	
  	
  
2.	
  Protection	
  	
  	
  
	
  
HEBREWS	
  13:17	
  
17	
  Obey	
  your	
  leaders	
  and	
  submit	
  to	
  them,	
  for	
  they	
  are	
  
keeping	
  watch	
  over	
  your	
  souls,	
  as	
  those	
  who	
  will	
  have	
  
to	
  give	
  an	
  account.	
  Let	
  them	
  do	
  this	
  with	
  joy	
  and	
  not	
  
with	
  groaning,	
  for	
  that	
  would	
  be	
  of	
  no	
  advantage	
  to	
  
you.	
  



Church	
  Membership	
  
What  should  members  exBect  Com  their  leaders?  

	
  
1.	
  Teaching	
  	
  
2.	
  Protection	
  	
  	
  
3.	
  Godliness	
  Modeled	
  	
  
	
  
HEBREWS	
  13:7	
  
7	
  Remember	
  your	
  leaders,	
  those	
  who	
  spoke	
  to	
  you	
  the	
  
word	
  of	
  God.	
  Consider	
  the	
  outcome	
  of	
  their	
  way	
  of	
  
life,	
  and	
  imitate	
  their	
  faith.	
  
	
  



Church	
  Membership	
  
What  should  members  exBect  Com  their  leaders?  

	
  
1.	
  Teaching	
  	
  
2.	
  Protection	
  	
  	
  
3.	
  Godliness	
  Modeled	
  	
  
4.	
  Sober	
  and	
  Humble	
  Leadership	
  	
  
	
  
HEBREWS	
  13:17	
  
17	
  Obey	
  your	
  leaders	
  and	
  submit	
  to	
  them,	
  for	
  they	
  are	
  
keeping	
  watch	
  over	
  your	
  souls,	
  as	
  those	
  who	
  will	
  have	
  
to	
  give	
  an	
  account.	
  Let	
  them	
  do	
  this	
  with	
  joy	
  and	
  not	
  
with	
  groaning,	
  for	
  that	
  would	
  be	
  of	
  no	
  advantage	
  to	
  
you.	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  



Church	
  Membership	
  
What  should  members  exBect  Com  their  leaders?  

	
  
1	
  	
  Teaching	
  	
  
2.	
  Protection	
  	
  	
  
3.	
  Godliness	
  Modeled	
  	
  
4.	
  Sober	
  and	
  Humble	
  Leadership	
  	
  
5.	
  Love	
  and	
  Joy	
  
	
  
HEBREWS	
  13:17	
  
17	
  Obey	
  your	
  leaders	
  and	
  submit	
  to	
  them,	
  for	
  they	
  are	
  
keeping	
  watch	
  over	
  your	
  souls,	
  as	
  those	
  who	
  will	
  have	
  
to	
  give	
  an	
  account.	
  Let	
  them	
  do	
  this	
  with	
  joy	
  and	
  not	
  
with	
  groaning,	
  for	
  that	
  would	
  be	
  of	
  no	
  advantage	
  to	
  
you.	
  
	
  



Church	
  Membership	
  
How  should  members  respond  to  their  leadership?  

	
  
HEBREWS	
  13:17	
  	
  
	
  
Limits	
  to	
  Obeying	
  and	
  Submitting	
  
1.  Bad	
  Eldership	
  |	
  ACTS	
  20:30	
  
	
  
29	
  I	
  know	
  that	
  after	
  my	
  departure	
  bierce	
  wolves	
  will	
  come	
  
in	
  among	
  you,	
  not	
  sparing	
  the	
  block;	
  30	
  and	
  from	
  among	
  
your	
  own	
  selves	
  will	
  arise	
  men	
  speaking	
  twisted	
  things,	
  to	
  
draw	
  away	
  the	
  disciples	
  after	
  them.	
  	
  



Church	
  Membership	
  
How  should  members  respond  to  their  leadership?  

	
  
HEBREWS	
  13:17	
  	
  
	
  
Limits	
  to	
  Obeying	
  and	
  Submitting	
  
1.	
  Bad	
  Eldership	
  |	
  ACTS	
  20:30	
  
2.	
  Another	
  Gospel	
  Preached	
  |	
  GALATIANS	
  1:8	
  
	
  
8	
  But	
  even	
  if	
  we	
  or	
  an	
  angel	
  from	
  heaven	
  should	
  preach	
  to	
  
you	
  a	
  gospel	
  contrary	
  to	
  the	
  one	
  we	
  preached	
  to	
  you,	
  let	
  
him	
  be	
  accursed.	
  



Church	
  Membership	
  
How  should  members  respond  to  their  leadership?  

	
  
HEBREWS	
  13:17	
  	
  
	
  
Limits	
  to	
  Obeying	
  and	
  Submitting	
  
1.	
  Bad	
  Eldership	
  |	
  ACTS	
  20:30	
  
2.	
  Another	
  Gospel	
  Preached	
  |	
  GALATIANS	
  1:8	
  
3.	
  An	
  Elder	
  in	
  Unrepentant	
  Sin	
  |	
  1	
  TIMOTHY	
  5:19-­‐20	
  
	
  
19	
  Do	
  not	
  admit	
  a	
  charge	
  against	
  an	
  elder	
  except	
  on	
  the	
  
evidence	
  of	
  two	
  or	
  three	
  witnesses.	
  20	
  As	
  for	
  those	
  who	
  
persist	
  in	
  sin,	
  rebuke	
  them	
  in	
  the	
  presence	
  of	
  all,	
  so	
  that	
  
the	
  rest	
  may	
  stand	
  in	
  fear.	
  
	
  	
  



Church	
  Membership	
  
How  should  members  respond  to  their  leadership?  

	
  
HEBREWS	
  13:17	
  	
  
Limits	
  to	
  Obeying	
  and	
  Submitting	
  
	
  4.	
  Spiritual	
  Abuse	
  |	
  1	
  PETER	
  5:2-­‐3	
  
	
  
2	
  shepherd	
  the	
  flock	
  of	
  God	
  that	
  is	
  among	
  you,	
  
exercising	
  oversight,	
  not	
  under	
  compulsion,	
  but	
  
willingly,	
  as	
  God	
  would	
  have	
  you;	
  not	
  for	
  shameful	
  gain,	
  
but	
  eagerly;	
  3	
  not	
  domineering	
  over	
  those	
  in	
  your	
  
charge,	
  but	
  being	
  examples	
  to	
  the	
  flock.	
  
	
  



Church	
  Membership	
  
How  should  members  respond  to  their  leadership?  

	
  
HEBREWS	
  13:17	
  	
  
	
  
Limits	
  to	
  Obeying	
  and	
  Submitting	
  
1.	
  Bad	
  Eldership	
  |	
  ACTS	
  20:30	
  
2.	
  Another	
  Gospel	
  Preached	
  |	
  GALATIANS	
  1:8	
  
3.	
  An	
  Elder	
  in	
  Unrepentant	
  Sin	
  |	
  1	
  TIMOTHY	
  5:19-­‐20	
  	
  
4.	
  Spiritual	
  Abuse	
  |	
  1	
  PETER	
  5:2-­‐3	
  
	
  
Limits	
  aren't	
  opportunities	
  but	
  safeguards	
  



Church	
  Membership	
  
How  should  members  respond  to  their  leadership?  

	
  
Obey:	
  "be	
  persuaded	
  by"	
  (HEBREWS	
  
6:9),	
  "trust"	
  (HEBREWS	
  2:13),	
  "rely	
  on"	
  (LUKE	
  11:22)	
  
	
  
Submit:	
  to	
  yield;	
  to	
  make	
  room;	
  retiring	
  from	
  a	
  seat	
  
	
  
The	
  People	
  of	
  God’s	
  Posture	
  Towards	
  Leaders	
  	
  
•  Trusting	
  their	
  leaders	
  	
  
•  Supporting	
  –	
  in	
  attitudes	
  and	
  actions	
  –	
  their	
  goals	
  
•  Desiring	
  to	
  imitate	
  their	
  faith	
  
•  Having	
  a	
  happy	
  disposition	
  when	
  complying	
  



Church	
  Membership	
  
MACC’s  Covenants  –  Discipleship    and  MACC  Group  Covenants  

	
  



Church	
  Membership	
  
Our  Membership  Process  
  

	
  
We	
  Kick	
  It	
  

We	
  Challenge	
  
We	
  Do	
  Life	
  

	
  
MACC	
  Church	
  Covenant	
  Af<irmation	
  




